                        Minutes of Annual Meeting of Thorley Parish 
                                         held on Thursday 12th May 2022
                        
Subject to change when approved

Present:       Mr  R Lumsden                                           Chairman 
                         Mr C Nicholls                                              Councillor  
                        Mrs M Read                                                 Councillor                                                                   
                        Mrs E Eldred                                                Councillor
                        Mr  R Cox                                                      Clerk         



1. Election of  Chairman and  Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of
Office.
             (a) Cllr. Lumsden was elected as Chairman, proposed by Cllr. Eldred 
                    and seconded  by Cllr. Nicholls, and duly signed the Declaration of
                    Acceptance of Office

2.       Election of Vice Chairman and Signing of Declaration of Acceptance 
           of Office.
(a) Cllr Nicholls was elected as Vice Chairman, proposed by 
      Cllr Read and seconded by Cllr. Lumsden, and duly signed the 
      Declaration of Acceptance.  Cllr. Nicholls said that if Councillor 
      Lavender returned he would stand aside.

3.       Apologies
           Councillors Lavender and Rolph sent their apologies which were 
           accepted
        
           
  4.       Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27th May 2021
 (a)  To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of
         Thorley Parish held on 27th May 2021.
          Proposed Cllr. Eldred and seconded Cllr. Lumsden and unanimously 
          agreed.

5.       Matters arising if not covered in the Agenda
           There were none.

6.      Chairman’s Report.
           The Thorley residents adjacent to and around the St. James’s Park    development have, and still are being subjected to dreadful conditions because of the actions of Countryside’s contractors,  all of this over and above  the normal tasks of actioning and following up on local issues, has been tasking for councillors, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parish councillors for all of their efforts in researching documents, attending “zoom” meetings and forwarding the resultant findings to the council for discussion/action.
Special thanks to Russell Cox who maintains the post of Parish Clerk and exercises all the activities and responsibilities that the post entails. Russell also, along with other councillors – namely J. Rolph Mary Read  and C. Nicholls attend and report back on County meetings and issues. 
Thanks to Cllr. Eldred and Cllr. Lavender for their help on all our objections and for keeping us abreast of local issues, unfortunately this year Councillor Lavender who, apart from already suffering from a debilitating condition had a fall and a resulting broken leg which had him hospitalised for a long period of time and is still immobile.
A special thanks this year to Cllr. Rolph for her tireless efforts in the monitoring, tabling and reporting the actions of operations on the St. James Park development and following up on the related unanswered questions.
This year we seem to have had even less success for our efforts than last year especially on planning issues and no sign of improvement. It would seem that authorities are hell bent on ignoring or denying our complaints, or failing to act on our requests – hopefully the outcome of the latest local government elections may have alerted some people to carry out more action on more of the local residents complaints. There is a move afoot between other local parish councils to join our efforts in putting pressure on EHDC to give more weight to local complaints/points of view, and to enforce planning conditions which are already in place so as to avoid the almost impossible task of reversing any action wrongfully taken in breach of conditions.
I would like to thank all councillors for their attendances, their contributions, and their efforts to keep Thorley Parish a desirable place in which to live. 
I would like to express our gratitude to any of the Councillors from other bodies who represent us, or who have helped our causes in the past year, especially Colin Arnott who helps a great deal on planning issues.
We would like to thank the local residents for all their support, we continue to try to be alert to all local issues and deal with them appropriately to the best of our abilities, a lot of the time this is highlighted by local residents reporting things. This past year we have had a great deal of help from local residents who besides from issuing us with information, have helped to deliver information to other local residents, written to local press with support for the area, attended to support very relevant meetings, and rallied to send in overwhelming numbers of objections to county actions which affect our locality, all with great effect, if not yet with the overall desired result.
We as a community, continue to suffer from the inadequacy of EHDC to carry out their full obligations due to their continued claims of understaffing, although we do not believe this to be the sole reason for their failures to uphold previous denials of grants of planning details which are allowed to be changed, or simply not enforced. 
It is unfortunate that this year Thorley Parish  Council has witnessed  an unprecedented allotment situation, the details are too complex to iterate here, but in short, this has arisen from what should have only been a simple request for some tree pruning, but has now become a serious problem and has caused serious discord between some plot holders and neighbouring property owners, and also between plot holders themselves. I have been asked to convene a meeting including all interested parties and councillors to have an open discussion on the subject. In order to meet concerns of all interested parties, and bring peace back to the allotments, I shall convene this meeting, during which all views will be heard and decisions will be  made to carry out any actions which are within the remit of Thorley Parish Council, and advice will be given on any actions required which are not within the remit of Thorley Parish Council. 

6.      Open Discussion.
Residents discussed a dispute with a neighbor and gave their view of the situation.  In response to a request for further tree work to be carried out it was  explained there was no right to light.  A resident asked if they could propose a second fence for the allotments.  It was agreed that plans and costs could be drawn up.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A resident raised an issue about bonfires that he asked to be reported.  This was agreed.  (Note that this was not proceeded with as further enquiries indicated there was not an issue.)
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