[bookmark: _GoBack]                        Minutes of Annual Meeting of Thorley Parish 
                                         held on Thursday 27th May 2021
                        
Subject to change when approved

Present:       Mr  R Lumsden                                           Chairman 
                         Mr C Nicholls                                              Councillor  
                        Mrs M Read                                                 Councillor               
                        Mrs J Rolph                                                  Councillor                                                    
                        Mrs E Eldred                                                Councillor
                        Mr  R Cox                                                      Clerk         



1. Election of  Chairman

Councillor Lumsden was elected as Chairman (proposed by Councillor Eldred and seconded by Councillor Rolph.)              
             

2.    Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillor Lavender 
           
  3.       Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2019
 
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.  Chairman’s Report 2021

Covid restrictions have made this last year a difficult time for the Council, with anti social behavior increasing the difficulty.  It has also been a busy year for Councillors in the region because of the commencement of construction on BSS and all that entails.  The practices of Countryside contractors caused particular concern.

Thorley residents adjacent to and around the development have, and still are being subjected to dreadful conditions because of Countryside’s contractors.  All this was carried out over and above he normal tasks of actioning  and following up on issues has been taxing.  I would like to thank the Parish Councillors  for all their efforts in researching documents. attending “zoom” meetings, handing in vital information to back up objections, delivering information leaflets and more.

Special thanks to Russell Cox who continues as Parish Clerk, and attends meetings, with others, and reports back on issues raised. 

The Chairman thanked the Parish Councillors as a group for their hard work in researching  documents, attending meetings, handing in vital information and delivering leaflets to inform the public.

Thanks to Cllr. Nicholls for his attendance at external meetings and his contributions to our it against the unreasonable actions of the contractors on BSS, and his role of the Council’s representative on the Community Liaision Group with developers and residents.

Thanks to Cllr. Read for her local contributions and allotment and cricket club related tasks.

Thanks to Cllrs.  Eldred and Lavender for their  help on all our objections and for keeping us abreast of local issues.

A special thanks this year to Councillor Rolph for her tireless efforts in the monitoring, tabling, and reporting the actions of operations on the St James Park development and following up on the related unanswered questions.

This year we have had little success for our efforts locally, including road repairs, planning issues, local disturbance issues and general local concerns being reported to the appropriate local authorities and actioned.  It would seem that authorities are either incapable of acting on complaints,  unwilling to act on our requests, or just ignoring our requests.  Hopefully the outcome of the local government elections may have alerted the authorities to paying more attention to, and acting on local complaints.

I would like to thank all councillors for their attendances, their contributions, and ther efforts  to keep Thorley Parish a desirable place in which to live.

I would like to express our gratitude to any councilors from other bodies who represent us, or who have helped our causes in the past year.

This year, Colin Arnott, who acts as advisor to both OTTRA and TPC, has been outstanding in his continuing actions on local planning. and, this year, his efforts in the upgrading of the LP2 planning document.

We would like to thank local residents for all their support.  Their reports to us have meant that we were able to raise issues on their behalf.  We wll contnue to do this to the best of our abilities.  Residents have  also helped by delivering information within the Parish, registering objections to county actions which affect our locality, all with great effect, if not yet with the overall desired result.

It  may come as a surprise to some of our residents to hear that EHDC have admitted that their planning department is understaffed and struggling to carry out its full obligations.  Unfortunately it is not a surprise to Thorley Parish Councillors, as it has been apparent that the planning authority has struggled with the workload imposed by large scale developments delivered within a relatively short timescale.  We are hopeful that this is indeed partially due to understaffing and not the prevailing attitude of the authority.

The residents of Thorley Street and others adjacent to the new St James Park development are being treated appallingly by the developers and their contractors.  The lack of care close to the properties has, in our opinion, caused material damage, but this is being ignored by everyone including EHDC who are connected to the management of the site.

5. Open Discussion
A resident expressed serious concerns about antisocial behaviour .  Following a discussion it was decided that the Parish Council would approach BSTC, seek advice from the Charities Commission, consider the closure of a gate, consider signage, hold a meeting with the Cricket Club to discuss and agree steps that can be taken.  

It was recognized that the antisocial behavior was criminality in a public space and the Police had a duty to help stop it.  Reporting of all incidents is seen as vital to ensure that the problem receives their attention.     
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