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Herts. SG13 8DN

Dear Ms Hart

Re : Agricultural Reservoir at Thorley Wash Farm










We refer to your letter of 18th July regarding the above application and we have set out below the comments of Thorley Parish Council and local residents, which we would ask you to take into consideration when deciding whether permission should be granted. We apologise for the late reply but due to holidays and other commitments, it was not possible to arrange a meeting of the Parish Council and local residents until two days ago.

At this meeting the following concerns were raised :-

a) Impact on local residents 
i) Working Hours – The working hours of 7.00 am to dusk are totally unacceptable as this will cause great intrusion on lives of residents some 200 metres of the site. The Parish Council recommends that no working or transport movements take place before 9.00 am and cease at 6.00 pm.
ii) Dust Pollution – The movement of heavy plant and lorries will create constant dust on site, which will have a detrimental affect houses in the vicinity of the site. Should this application be granted HCC must insist on all lorries to be sheeted, suitable on site wheel washing facilities, regular cleaning of highways and damping of the site area to minimise spreading of dust.
iii) Noise Pollution – During the 4 year construction period mentioned by the applicant, local residents will have to bear constant noise from heavy plant and lorries. This will result in them losing their right to a quality of life, which all people are entitled to. They will be unable to enjoy the benefits of an outdoor life on their land, will be unable to put washing out and will have to constantly clean their houses (both inside & out). With the open nature of the site their must be measures put in place, eg  all plant to be regularly serviced and fitted with silencers etc,  to mitigate the affects of noise.
b) Location and size of reservoir

The Parish Council is concerned that there has been insufficient examination of alternate sites on farmland owned by him, which are not in the vicinity of houses and have less impact on members of the public. The Parish Council contends that this site has been chosen on financial grounds without considering impact on residents and public rights of way, which could create Health & Safety problems.

The Parish Council is concerned about the size of the reservoir (44 million gallon). Once again the Parish Council is concerned that there has been little consideration regarding smaller reservoir.

c) Environmental Issues

i) Flooding – The proposed site is on an incline and not on flat land as recommended by Environment Agency. The bottom of this incline is at Thorley Wash, an area that has suffered over many years from flooding following heavy rainfall. Any permission for the development of this site must include satisfactory arrangements to ensure protection of properties in Thorley Wash as well as highways surrounding the site. The current storm drain will be inadequate to cope with any increased water flow.
ii) Traffic – All vehicles accessing and leaving the site should adhere to the prescribed routes, be subject to vehicle washing and must not exceed the daily allowance. There should also be noise monitoring on site.
Thorley Parish Council contends that this application has been made purely on financial grounds without considering the extreme detrimental affects on the right to a quality of life of parishioners.

The Parish Council also contends that the approval of this application could create a precedence enabling other local farmers to follow suit.

I will be away on holiday for two weeks from tomorrow. Should you require any further information, please contact our Chairman, Mr. R. Lumsden (robin.lumsden@btinternet.com)
Yours sincerely

John R. Davies

Clerk – Thorley Parish Council

