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Mark  Prisk  M.P.
House of Commons,
London W1A 0AA.

Dear Sir,
I am writing to you on behalf of the residents of Thorley Parish to ask your help in obtaining clarification of the following.
All of the published legislation/government policy referring to development on - “Green Belt land”, “Metropolitan Green Belt land” and “Grade 1 & 2 Agricultural land”, including all updates and government press releases published in 2013 and 2014, appear to carry the same regulation, which is that :-
“Development on Green Belt land [other than the existing exemptions] should be deemed “inappropriate “   unless  “very special circumstances” can be demonstrated.
There are specific statements by the government in the policies and present legislation stating that, amongst others, “housing requirements” and “Gypsy and traveller sites” are not deemed to constitute the required “special circumstances” to allow development on green belt land.
The NPPFramework  document iterates all of the above and more,  in paragraphs 79-88 of the document however, there are many references to “defining Green Belt boundaries”.
This defining refers mostly to the addition of land to the  Green Belt [the addition of which  would also require special circumstances to be demonstrated]
There are also in the NPPF, references to “reviewing Green Belt boundaries”, it is stated in other guidelines, that the local authorities should “review” the Green Belt boundaries every 5 years to assure that the green belt is not being defiled. It appears that local authorities are interpreting term “review”, as “re-define”.
The Green Belt boundaries in Thorley  are already clearly defined, and under the present government guidelines, “very special circumstances” would have to be demonstrated to have this land removed from  the Metropolitan Green Belt.

Bearing in mind that following the outcome of a recent very expensive Public Enquiry, it was deemed that development on the Green Belt in Thorley was  ”inappropriate” and that no “special circumstances” could be demonstrated.
 We would seek clarification from the appropriate government department that, either there has been, or there has not been a change in “Green Belt” legislation/government policy since the above mentioned Public Enquiry.
Yours faithfully,
Robin Lumsden.


