

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Thorley Parish
held on Wednesday 11th May 2016 
		
1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman, R. Lumsden, welcomed Parish Councillors Mrs. L. Eldred, Mr. M. Read, Mrs. J. Rolph, A. Robins, R. Lavender and R. Cox. 

2.	Apologies
	Apologies were received from Prospective Parish Councillor C. Nicholls

3.	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th May 2015.
The minutes had been circulated to all present. Councillor Mrs. L. Eldred proposed, seconded by Councillor R. Cox, that the minutes be approved. It was resolved that the minutes be approved. 
		The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

4.	Chairman’s Report - 2016
 The Chairman reported as follows :-
On the “localism” planning front, both “district” and “neighbourhood” plans are still  being compiled.
There has been a lot of local activity in relation to the consultation over these plans, and the feelings of local residents has been running high over East Herts District Council’s (EHDC) planning proposals, I believe that these feelings are the reason for application for re-registration of OTTRA as some local residents do not believe that Thorley Parish Council is doing enough to counter EHDC plans.
At an East Herts Association of Parish & Town Councils (EHAPTC) meeting last week at EHDC   Head quarters, which was to discuss EHDC’s village hierarchy strategy, discussions with a council officer afterwards revealed that when Thorley Parish Council asked why Thorley was having 1,000 houses or 750 houses and a school  foisted upon it despite the District Council’s village hierarchy strategy, we were advised that the Whittington Way site [known in the District Plan as  ”Bish. 7”] was not in Thorley but was part of Bishops Stortford. This is an issue which will have to be researched
This year we have again had some success for our efforts locally including road repairs, planning issues, and general local concerns being reported to the appropriate authorities and actioned.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to thank all Councillors for their attendances, their contributions, and their efforts to keep Thorley Parish a desirable place in which to live. Anthony Robins for his continued help on the allotments and guidance on other legal points.  Liz Eldred, Mary Read and Richard Lavender for their contributions on local issues and keeping us abreast of local information. Janet Rolph and Russell Cox for their continued representation at, and reporting back, from various other Council, and relevant local meetings concerning matters relating to the Parish of Thorley.




I would especially like to thank the Clerk, John Davies, for his work in keeping us all abreast of local issues, for keeping us out of trouble with the local authorities by keeping us free of financial difficulties, and for keeping us legally correct in our operations as a body.
I’d also like to thank our associate Colin Nicholls for his continued support for, and contributions to Thorley Parish Council, and for his hard work on the team for Bishop’ Stortford Neighbourhood Plan.
I would like to express our gratitude to District Councillor I. Devonshire and County Councillor G. McAndrew for their contributions of information and advice, and actions on our behalf to  respective bodies and council departments, but express a wish to have both attend our meetings more frequently in future.  
5.	Open Discussion	
	No discussion



