

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Thorley Parish
held on Wednesday 8th May 2017 		
1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman, R. Lumsden, welcomed Parish Councillors Mrs. L. Eldred, Mrs. M. Read, A. Robins, R. Lavender and R. Cox. 

2.	Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. J. Rolph and Prospective Parish Councillor C. Nicholls

3.	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th May 2016.
The minutes had been circulated to all present. Councillor Mrs. L. Eldred proposed, seconded by Councillor R. Cox, that the minutes be approved. It was resolved that the minutes be approved. 
		The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

4.	Chairman’s Report - 2017
 The Chairman reported as follows :-
John Davies,  Clerk of Thorley Parish Council, has  given faithful, dedicated and tireless service for over 21 years in the role of Clerk. It is with great regret and sadness that I have to start this year’s report stating that John has had to resign from the post, due to ill health. Both Parish Councillors and parishioners have expressed their great sadness at this news, as, it is not only on personal basis that people are saddened, but all concerned with Thorley Parish Council recognise his contribution to the Council, and if it be known, without John’s guidance, and maintenance of the “status quo” of the Council, the Council would not be as strong as it is today. John has advised most wisely on all of the council’s expenditure and kept everything on track, and without his organisational skills I’m sure that the Council would have fallen foul of lots of points of procedure without his awareness of how the system works. John is also well known throughout the county for his work and correspondence in his role, and also for his contributions to other affiliated organisations. John has also faithfully served Thorley Cricket Club for a long time and his contribution there will also be greatly missed.
2017 has seen the completion of both the District Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan 2. Both of these are now under scrutiny of the respective inspectors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thorley Parish Council have been advised of a liaison person to keep us abreast of the resulting inspector’s decisions relating to the District Plan and hopefully report back on the various subjects covered in the Council‘s critique of the district plan. However, with the mixed interpretations as stated in both the local and national press of the government’s/legal stance with regard to building on Green Belt land, and the differing statements of housing number requirements stated, I fear that in the mist of all the confusion, the inspectors of the District Plan will miss important flaws in the plan which are erroneously stated but disguised as “in accordance with the NPPF” and sometimes repeated in the same disguise so many times throughout the plan that the inspectors may be brain washed into believing that the statements must be true.



We have had a fairly active year, and have had some success for our efforts on influencing local planning issues, and general local concerns being reported to the appropriate authorities and actioned.
I would again like to thank all Councillors for their attendances, their contributions, and their efforts to keep Thorley Parish a desirable place in which to live. Anthony Robins for his continued help on the allotments and guidance on other legal points.  Liz Eldred, Mary Read and Richard Lavender for their contributions on local issues and keeping us abreast of local information. Janet Rolph and Russell Cox for their continued representation at and reporting back from various other Council, and relevant local issue meetings.
I’d also like to thank our associate Colin Nicholls for his continued support for, and contributions to Thorley Parish Council, and for his hard work on the team for Bishop’s Stortford Neighbourhood Plan, and his joint offer with Russell Cox to stand in the interim for John.
I would like to express our gratitude to Councillors I. Devonshire and G. Mc. Andrew for their  contributions of information and advice, and actions on our behalf to  respective bodies and Council departments, but express a wish to have both attend our meetings more frequently in future. 
5.	Open Discussion	
	No discussion



